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Of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 37 CFR 1.53(d); within 
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Sir: 

PlOfise find, pursuant to 37 C.F.R, § 1.98(a)(1), the enclosed Form PTO-1449 which 
contains a list of all patents, publications, or other items that have come to the attention of one or 
more of the individuals designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c). While no representation is made thai 
any of these references may be "prior art" within the meaning of that term under 35 U.S.C. §§ 102 
or 1 03, the enclosed list of references is disclosed so as to fully comply with the duty of disclosure 
set forlh in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 
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Moreover, while no representation is made that a specific search of office files or patent 
' office records has been concluded or that no better art exists, the undersigned attorney of record 
believe*? Hint the enclosed art is the closest to the claimed invention (taken in its entirety) of which 
the undersigned i s s presently aware, and no art which is closer to the claimed invention (taken in its 
. entirety) has been knowingly withheld. 

The accompanying Form PTO-1449 notifies the Examiner of the specified related pending 
U.S. palent applications listed therein. This notice is not an admission that the claims of the present 

s 

application nnd the claims of the specified related pending patent applications arc substantially 
similar or that the specified related applications represent prior art with respect to the present 
• application. 

Also attached, as Exhibit "A 11 for the Examiner's convenience, is a copy of the most recent 
N Office Action in one of the related pending applications listed in the PTO-1449. 

In accordance with 37 Cl'.K. §§ 1.97 and 1 ,98, a copy of each of the listed references or 
' I relevant portion thereof is also enclosed, 

DA1UD this Z^.day of December, 2005. 
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